Notes on Thomas Skarratt
The NSW Electoral Roll for Nepean Division for 1906 records Thomas Skarratt, occupation assayer, living at Ulinbawn.  Thomas Skarratt was the uncle of Donald Frederick Skarratt who later purchased Ulinbawn. Also living at Ulinbawn at this time was Elizabeth Norris, occupation described as ‘lady help’.  Elizabeth later married Donald Skarratt.
The following notes were made from documents in File 48441 held by the NSW State Archives relating to the estate of Thomas Carleton Skarratt.

Thomas Carleton Skarratt died 31st October 1929, aged 72 years.  At the time of his death he was married and was residing at Lakesland (near Thirlmere/Couridjah). He was described as a gentleman (ie, retired).

There is nothing in the file to indicate the relationship of T. C. Skarratt to other members of the Skarratt family.

The file contains a statutory declaration by Esther Caroline Skarratt of Lakesland, widow (known to be the second wife of Thomas Skarratt).

The value of the estate is calculated at 17,450 pounds 2 shillings and 9 pence, a considerable sum.

A letter dated 21/3/1930 advises that T.C. Skarratt was bequeathed a legacy of 10,000 pounds under the will of the late Eliza Rowdon Hall, part of which was in shares in the Mount Morgan Mining Company Limited (in liquidation at the time).

The file contains a detailed listing of property, furniture, etc.  T. C. Skarratt owned a 6 room weatherboard house on 17 acres at Lakesland with substantial furnishings and an old weatherboard house on 2 acres in Unwin Street Turramurra which was rented out.

The list includes “1 old horse afflicted with rheumatism” and “one dry cow aged 15 years (since dead).”

The greater part of the value of Skarratt’s estate was in shares, although a number of the shares were assessed as worthless, particularly the shares held in various mining companies. 

(Note: Eliza Hall was the widow of Walter Hall whose wealth derived from the Mount Morgan gold mine.  They established the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute in Melbourne which still operates.)

Notes made 1/6/02.
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